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; k By David M. Cleary : tors, each having indicated that 

No disease is under more in- ^ Plays some role in cancer 

tensive scrutiny than cancer. Yet ? usatIon a n d devel °P ment - 
... * . _ Among them were heredity, la¬ 

the things known about cancer fec tion, hormones, nervous 

are still outnumbered by the un- strain and environment. 4 i.iitv'v 
knowns. ' - ^ complete understanding of 
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is n; Vnowtr ttlWSSricer' man y differ * nt kiods of can- uonduaei. ; 

• r,iUr;i! when livine Celle ehan.. th»; r cer is dependent upon further re- ,'>\|. •. *'■•: 
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• when living cells change their cer ls de P en(J ent upon further 
way of life, and “'go wild.” i n . f earc1 } in aU these fields, and per- 
their new unnatural state the 
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cells multiply very rapidly, until 
they strike a vital organ. 

But the "why’’ of cancer— 
the factor that makes the cells 
go wild in the first place, has 
.yet to be explained. Unfor¬ 
tunately, It may take many 
more years of research before 
this basic characteristic of the 
disease is understood. 

In Fort Wayne, Ind. last week, 
a veteran cancer researcher 
warned doctors to be as skeptical 
of theories advanced as the cause 
of cancer as they have learned 




haps in others, said the research¬ 
er. In this connection he noted 
that industry is making funds 
available for research — par¬ 
ticularly the tobacco industry. 
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SHORTLY AFTER tobacco be-' 
came implicated as a possible 
cause of lung cancer, the indus¬ 
try began underwriting research, 
involving heart and circulatory 
ills as well as cancer, by creation 
of the Tobacco Industry Research 
Committee. .- : • 1 - 

“The committee's research pro¬ 
gram is unique in that respon- 

and 
the 
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v BV GEORGE GETZE 
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become- toward tlie manv un- ,8ibi,it y for research policy 
— . founded theories for its cure. j development is entirely in 

Dr. Clarence Cook Little, who: 
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hands of a scientific advisory 

consisting of 10 doctors and 
was for 16 years managing di-! d tj TK ? ^. Winh 

rector of (he organization which; 5 

later became the American Can-j^™^ 1 


became th r A merican Can . came into being six years ago, 

; fe‘. V ^ A T rL r ;l'makes grants to independent 

* cer Societv. said investigations of' . .. . ., , . ../ r .. 

:v„ ■■ , * 1Bf ,1:1. ko • [scientists on the basis of the merit 

'smse " be pori “' d ."i»' “ ie 
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-"-Certain broad categories of; 
■ factors seem to have earned tlie 
•right to our continued attention 
' ;: K^y-* ,V v 'vV;*.''’ snd investigation if we are to 
hoi>e for the new knowledge nec- 
essnr.y to understand and control 
v f ; f; ■ V'^Mhe many forms of the disease 
~ which we call cancer/* he said. 


Until investigators have the 
whole answer, Dr. Little warned 
against! jumping to any conclu¬ 
sion, or accepting any one ex¬ 
planation of the cancer problem, 
whether it be smoking, air pollu¬ 
tion, heredity, or the stress of 
modern life. 

“In the lbng run; such an altb 
tude will boomerang and will end 
has held tlie presidencies of the I in disillusionment and disappoint- 
universities of Maine and Michi-jment to the proponent, the prac- 


THE RESEARCH scientist, who 
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Lung Cancer Kills Men 

Dr. Brian Blades, profes¬ 
sor of surgery at George 
Washington University, dis- 
cussed lung cancer—the “si¬ 
lent disease” that claims 30,- 
000 American lives a year. 
More than 90% of the lung 
cancer deaths are men, Dr. 
Blades said. - ../v ^ 

“There’s more to lung can¬ 
cer than smoking or breath¬ 
ing polluted air.” Dr. Blades 
said. He said women smoke 
# and breathe the same air as 
men, yet cancer of the lung 
is rare among women. 
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gan during his distinguished ca¬ 
reer. said cancer seems to oc¬ 
cur under various “conditions of I 
internal unbalance/* 

There are many causes of “im¬ 
balance/’ and not enough is 
knotvn about any of these, he said. 

Dr. XJUle listed several fac- 


titioner, and the patient/* he told 
the doctors in his audience. 

Those doing cancer research 
have a difficult job at best, point¬ 
ed out Dr. Little. 

“They are not encouraged by 
criticism and misinterpretation/* 
he concluded. -- 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/xhcm0000 




